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LOSTOCK GRALAM

Grant Policy

Introduction

Lostock Gralam Parish Council operates a small community grant fund, which is set
annually when the Parish Council agrees the parish precept request. This grant fund is
available exclusively for the benefit of residents within the parish of Lostock Gralam.
Grants are awarded at the discretion of the Parish Council to not-for- profit charities,
volunteer organisations, or other worthy causes, that can demonstrate a clear need for
financial support, to achieve an objective, that benefits the parish in one or more of the
following ways:

a. Providing a service

b. Enhancing the quality of life

c. Improving the environment

d. Promoting Lostock Gralam Parish in a positive way

Grant requests must be submitted using the official grant application form, completed in full,
and emailed to the Parish Clerk. Applications must meet the criteria outlined below. Grants
will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting, provided the application is received
before the summons for that meeting has been issued.

Grants will NOT be awarded to:

- Cover running costs, such as wages, rent, costs relating to fundraising etc.

- Pay for projects retrospectively.

- Organisations where there is a statutory duty upon other local or central government
departments to fund or provide unless such duty is devolved to the community or local level
by agreement.

- Individuals.

- Grants will not be awarded to or for any commercial venture for private gain.

- Political parties.

- Religious groups where funding is to be used to promote religious beliefs.

Grant Criteria

- The grant must benefit all or some of the residents of Lostock Gralam.

- Only not for profit organisations are eligible to apply.

- An organisation should have a bank account in its own name with two authorised
representatives required to sign each cheque.

Grant Application Procedure

- Grant requests must be submitted using the Parish Council's official grant application form,
which can be downloaded from the Parish Council website.

- Completed grant application forms must be submitted to the Parish Clerk via email.

- Grants will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting, provided the application is
received in time to be included on the summons.



The amount of the award will be at the discretion of the Parish Council.

Grants will typically be paid by bank transfer during the next payment run. However, a
cheque may be issued to allow the grant payment to be made on the same day a decision
is reached.

Incomplete application forms will be returned, and additional information will be requested.

Assessment Procedure

Each application will be assessed on its own merit. However, to ensure that grants are
distributed fairly, the Parish Council will consider the amount and frequency of any previous
awards, as well as the number of people who will benefit from the grant.

Consideration will be given to the extent to which funding has been sought or secured from
other sources or fundraising activities.

The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse any grant application it deems inappropriate
or inconsistent with the objectives of the Parish Council.

The Parish Council will assess whether the organisation or group could reasonably have
been expected to obtain sufficient funding from another, potentially more suitable, source.
Once the grant budget has been exhausted, the Parish Council will only consider
emergency requests for assistance.

Grant Application Terms and Conditions

By submitting a grant application to Lostock Gralam Parish Council, you agree to the following
terms on behalf of your group/organisation:

For grants under £1,000, you must submit receipts or paid invoices corresponding to the
items detailed in your application within three months of receiving the payment. If you are
unable to meet this deadline, you must inform Lostock Gralam Parish Council immediately
in writing, so alternative arrangements can be considered.

For grants exceeding £1,000, you are required to provide a financial statement clearly
showing how the Parish Council's contribution was spent. Any unused grant money must be
returned to the Parish Council.

Failure to provide the required receipts, statements, or proof of purchase may affect any
grant application you make in the future.

The grant funding must only be used for the purposes detailed in your application. If there
are any significant changes to the project, you must notify the Parish Council in writing
immediately. In such cases, you must not spend the grant money without obtaining written
consent.
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