MINUTES OF THE LOSTOCK GRALAM ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11th MAY 2020 VIA ZOOM
The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors P Kelly, L Kelly, T Smith, T Hodges, M Litton, A Ross and Mark Venables.
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1 member of the public and P Walker (Co-option candidate)

The Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor P Cobley.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 13th May 2019, having been copied to members, were confirmed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON 13th May 2019.
-Lostock Gralam now has a Post Office Service. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

A copy of the Annual Report outlining the work of the Parish Council over the past 12 months can be found at the end of the minutes.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

-Councillor Mark Stocks was absent from the meeting. Chairman T Hodges asked that Cllr Stocks be reminded to send in a report if he is unable to attend meetings.
QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

A member of the public raised concerns with regards to a planning application to be considered by the Parish Council later in the evening. 
There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2019-20

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Tim Hodges has served as Chairman for the past twelve months with Councillor Pete Kelly servicing as Vice Chairman. Councillors Andrew Ross and Paul Cobley have joined the Parish Council in the past 12 months. The Parish Council has two vacancies however a contender has been found for one vacancy. 

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

Cllr Mark Stocks is to support the Lostock Gralam Parish Council Christmas Light Switch on with a donation of £250.00. Cllr Stocks has been unable to attend Parish Council meetings in the year however he has been in regular contact with Clerk since the start of the COVID-19 epidemic. 

PLAY AREA

The playarea remains a well-kept area thanks to volunteer Graham Oakes who continues to litter pick and empty the bins.  CG Services have done a good job maintaining the grassed area. The football pitch has become more worn with the need for some basic work to be carried out to bring it up to an acceptable standard. The Football Pitch Executive Committee has now secured planning permission and is now trying to secure funding for the fenced artificial grass pitch. 

HIGHWAYS

The Hall Lane traffic lights is of concern with traffic often waiting to turn right onto Hall Lane. The PC will resume looking into this after COVID-19 restrictions are eased.

Sunken manholes remain an issue along Manchester Road. The utility companies have been made aware of them.

School Lane has again suffered from flooding due the grids not been annually cleared.

There has been little progress with the S106 Highways projects since Carl Griffiths left CWAC. The Clerk will chase Jerry Gibbs for an update.

POLICING

Lostock Gralam is currently without a designated PCSO with the sudden resignation of PCSO Suzi Wardsinski. PCSO Phil Hambleton has however been conducting speed checks in the area. SGT Gary Weaver is our point of contact for the interim.

CHURCHYARD

The Parish Council has continued its support to St. Johns Church by providing a churchyard bin and by awarding a churchyard maintenance grant of £1600.  
PLANNING

There has been a number of planning applications which have caused areas for concern.

Proposed partial removal of furnace bottom ash at land off Cookes Lane in Rudheath is still awaiting a decision from CWAC. 

The decommissioning of the old power station at TATA is still underway in preparation for building one of Europe’s largest Energy from Waste plants.

The Slow and Easy planning permission remains a concern with little to no progress on site currently.

The retirement facility is ongoing at the triangle. The buildings scale and positioning appear unsympathetic to the site.

COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Orsted, TATA, INOVYN, HS2 and Manchester Airport.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference; other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS
The Parish Council is a member of the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Mid Cheshire Footpath Society, and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  

