MINUTES OF THE LOSTOCK GRALAM ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 13th MAY 2019 AT LOSTOCK GRALAM CHURCH HALL.

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors P Kelly, L Kelly, L Edgeley, T Smith, J Beasant, T Hodges and M Litton.

Cllr M Stocks & A Ross.
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

The Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor M Venables.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 14th May 2018, having been copied to members, were confirmed and signed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON 14th May 2018.
-Lostock Gralam is still without a Post Office Service. The Clerk has made enquiries with the Post Office however due to GDPR no further information on when the service will resume has been received.
-The PC noted that cars speed over the Manchester Road canal bridge on the parish boundary.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
The Clerk read out an Annual Report outlining the work of the Parish Council over the past 12 months. The Clerk also gave a brief overview of the Receipts and Payments balance.

A copy of both reports can be found at the end of the minutes.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

-Councillor Mark Stocks spoke about the local elections which resulted in the CWAC council having no overall majority. Cllr Stocks spoke about traffic concerns on Griffiths Road relating to the Lostock Works, HS2 and planning applications which he has been involved with.
Cllr P Kelly briefly updated Cllr Stocks about concerns at the Lostock Triangle 64 bed care home development and the Manchester Road hatchings.

QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

There were no public in attendance.
There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.43 p.m.
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	SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT
	
	

	FOR YEAR 2018-19
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ACTUAL
	BUDGET
	% Budget
	
	

	
	2018-19
	2018-19
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	24,118.00
	25,562.00
	94%
	
	

	Bank Interest
	15.40
	
	
	
	

	Grants
	7,064.00
	
	
	
	

	VAT
	2,290.22
	
	
	
	

	Other
	0.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	33,487.62
	25,562.00
	131%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	Staff Costs
	7,475.06
	8,500.00
	88%
	
	

	Administration
	3,950.57
	3,950.00
	100%
	
	

	Park & Open Spaces
	5,558.18
	5,030.00
	111%
	
	

	Church Bin
	1,556.40
	1,550.00
	100%
	
	

	Subsciptions
	571.24
	608.00
	94%
	
	

	S.137 Grants
	2,425.00
	2,700.00
	90%
	
	

	Other
	2,675.02
	2,224.00
	120%
	
	

	Contingency
	0.00
	1,000.00
	0%
	
	

	Earmarked Expenditure
	0.00
	0.00
	0%
	
	

	Capital Projects
	4,184.00
	0.00
	############
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vat on Payments
	2,648.39
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	31,043.86
	25,562.00
	121%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/18
	48,007.39
	
	
	53,627.39

	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	
	33,487.62
	
	
	

	LESS Total payments (as above)
	
	31,043.86
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Carried forward 31/03/19
	50,451.15
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	These cumulative funds are represented by:
	
	
	 
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	

	Current Account Balance
	
	
	9,091.93
	 
	

	Less:Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.19  (nos.  )
	-250.00
	 
	

	Reserve Account Balance
	
	
	41,609.22
	 
	

	 
	
	
	0.00
	 
	

	 
	
	
	0.00
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	50,451.15
	

	Signed: 
	
	
	
	
	

	Responsible Finance Officer to Lostock Gralam Parish Council
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2018-19

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Jacky Beasant has served as Chairman for the past twelve months with Councillor Laura Edgeley servicing as Vice Chairman. The Parish Council filled one of two vacancies by co-opting Councillor Mark Venables in September 2018.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

The Parish Council has received Members Budget funding towards the Christmas light switch on expenses, two litter bins and funding towards the new notice board.
PLAY AREA

The play area looks well-kept with volunteer Graham Oakes continuing to keep the play area litter free and the bins empty. CG Services Cheshire Ltd was awarded a further 36-month grass cutting tender and a 12 month Operational Play Inspection contract.  Thankfully vandalism has remained low throughout the year.

The Parish Council hope to improve the worn football pitch surface in the coming months dependant on grant application outcomes.

HIGHWAYS

Progress with S.106 Highway projects has been slow; the Manchester Road hatching has now been completed although there are still some snagging issues. 

The 20-mph programme was implemented in April 2019. Further projects include a barrier on the A556 footpath at the Stubbs Lane footpath exit, and traffic calming on Townshend Road.
Speeding within the Parish remains a concern with Cllr Pete Kelly continuing to campaign for average speed cameras and a pedestrian crossing on Manchester Road to the Community Centre play area.

POLICING

PCSO Nicola Smith took over the Shakerley PCSO role in August 2018. Nicola was involved with the Christmas light switch on event and has also been involved with the local primary school by giving talks to the children. Nicola has also set up PCSO drop in surgeries at the Community Centre, she also continues to conduct regular vehicle speed checks.

CHURCHYARD

The Parish Council has continued its support to St. Johns Church by providing a churchyard bin and by awarding a churchyard maintenance grant of £1600.  

PLANNING

There has been a number of planning applications which have caused areas for concern.

Proposed partial removal of furnace bottom ash at land off Cookes Lane in Rudheath is still awaiting a decision from CWAC. 

A residential development of 15 dwellings was approved at the rear of the Slow and Easy  back in January 2018.  Amendments to the planning application have since been received and a decision is yet to made by CWAC planning.

Ground works are in the early stages at the Lostock Triangle in preparation for building a 64 bed retirement facility. Planning permission was originally granted for five two-storey office buildings back in July 2017, a change of use from a B1 to C3 was granted in January 2018.

The decommissioning of the old power station at TATA is still underway in preparation for building one of Europe’s largest Energy from Waste plants.

COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Orsted, TATA, Storengy, INOVYN, HS2 and Manchester Airport.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference; other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS
The Parish Council is a member of the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Mid Cheshire Footpath Society, and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  

