MINUTES OF THE LOSTOCK GRALAM ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14th MAY 2018 AT LOSTOCK GRALAM CHURCH HALL.

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors P Kelly, L Kelly, L Edgeley, T Smith, V Yarwood and J Beasant.
PCSO P Hambleton & co-worker.
Members of the public.
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

The Vice-Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillors Mark Litton, Tim Hodges and Mark Stocks.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 8th May 2017, having been copied to members, were confirmed and signed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD ON 8th May 2017.
None.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018
The Clerk read out an Annual Report outlining the work of the Parish Council over the past 12 months. The Clerk also gave a brief overview of the Receipts and Payments balance.

A copy of both reports can be found at the end of the minutes.
OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

-Councillor Mark Stocks was absent from the meeting.
QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

The following questions / comments were raised:

-A member of the public asked whether Lostock Gralam would no longer have a Post Office service, with the counter closing within Bargain Booze.
The PC informed the public that this is deemed as a temporary closure due to a matter between the Post master and Post Office. The Post Office is looking to rectify the situation. 
-A member of the public raised concerns about speeding vehicles over the canal bridge (near the Boat Yard restaurant) on Manchester Road after his wife encountered a near miss whilst trying to cross the road. The local resident asked what can be done.

The Clerk noted the complaint.
There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

	LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL
	

	SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT
	

	FOR YEAR 2017-18
	
	
	
	

	
	ACTUAL
	BUDGET
	% Budget
	

	
	2017-18
	2017-18
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	22,846.00
	25,012.00
	91%
	

	Bank Interest
	15.15
	
	
	

	Grants
	19,118.00
	
	
	

	VAT
	3,330.86
	
	
	

	Other
	0.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	45,310.01
	25,012.00
	181%
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Employees  
	3,845.54
	4,260.00
	90%
	

	Office
	371.18
	490.00
	76%
	

	Play Areas
	4,293.55
	4,490.00
	96%
	

	Communications
	41.88
	80.00
	52%
	

	Church
	2,994.22
	3,050.00
	98%
	

	Professional Services
	1,899.70
	1,970.00
	96%
	

	PCSO
	5,959.00
	6,000.00
	99%
	

	Subscriptions
	576.15
	607.16
	95%
	

	Grants and Donations S.137
	1,125.00
	1,705.00
	66%
	

	Contingency
	0.00
	100.00
	0%
	

	Christmas Tree Expenditure
	2,522.96
	2,260.00
	-
	

	Cap: Play Areas
	11,001.00
	
	
	

	Vat on Payments
	3,739.66
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	38,369.84
	25,012.16
	153%
	

	
	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/17
	41,067.22
	
	

	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	
	45,310.01
	
	

	LESS Total payments (as above)
	
	38,369.84
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Carried forward 31/03/18
	48,007.39
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	

	These cumulative funds are represented by:
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	
	
	
	 

	Current Account Balance
	
	
	7,913.57
	 

	Less: Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.18  (nos.  )
	0.00
	 

	Reserve Account Balance
	
	
	40,093.82
	 

	 
	
	
	0.00
	 

	 
	
	
	0.00
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	48,007.39

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2017-18

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Mark Litton has served as Chairman and Councillor Pete Kelly as Vice-Chairman for the past year.  There have been two vacancies on the Parish Council since the last election.
CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

Cllr Mark Stocks attended the November 2017 and February 2018 Parish Council meetings. Cllr Stocks has supported the Parish Council with a Christmas light switch on Members Budget grant of £300.00 and a public defibrillator Members Budget grant of £1515.00. Cllr Stocks also ‘called in’ a Lostock Works planning application variation which would have seen another incinerator at the site. The Clerk has also called upon Cllr Stocks to intervene with some of the Parish Councils ongoing complaints. 

PLAY AREA

CG Services Cheshire Ltd has now completed 24 months of a 36 month grass cutting tender at the Community Centre.  

The play area is generally in good condition with the addition of three new music boards, two picnic benches and new wet pour to the mixed swing and zipwire areas.  The Parish Council is also in the process of forming a working group to research possible solutions to the worn grassed football pitch.

The Parish Council has also installed ‘No Dogs Allowed, Children’s Play Area’ signs to every pedestrian gate entering/exiting the play area. Reports of dog mess and dogs on leads within the play area is disappointing.

HIGHWAYS

Progress with S.106 Highway projects has been slow with the Manchester Road hatching yet to be completed. Lostock Gralam has however seen junction improvements to Griffiths Road and a new footpath link to the Community Centre on Stubbs Lane using CWAC Highway S.106 funds. 

School Lane has experienced blocked drains, poor street lighting and potholes in the past twelve months.  The drains have now been cleared after many months of reporting the issue.

Townshend Road and surrounding roads north of Manchester Road will be included in the 20mph programme along with the rest of Lostock, south of Manchester Road. This is programmed for year 3 (2018/2019).
Speeding within the Parish remains a concern with Cllr Pete Kelly continuing to campaign for average speed cameras, a red light camera at the Business Park traffic lights and a pedestrian crossing on Manchester Road to the Community Centre play area.

POLICING

Lostock Gralam Parish Council continued to share a PCSO and the associated cost with Wincham Parish Council. Under a new arrangement Lostock Gralam will share one PCSO with the Shakerley Ward at no additional cost from April 2018. PCSO Hambleton has continued to work with the Parish Council in policing the area effectively.

CHURCHYARD

The Parish Council has continued its support to St. Johns Church by providing a churchyard bin and by awarding a churchyard maintenance grant of £1500.  

PLANNING

Issues have arisen in the year due to some planning applications not being sent for the consideration of the Lostock Gralam Parish Council.

-A residential development of 15 dwellings at 411 Manchester Road was approved in the year. 

-Construction and operation of a 16MW embedded Short Term Operating Reserve (STOR) on Birches Lane was withdrawn in February 2018.
-Variation of condition 1 to increase height of stack from 33m to 52m at the Lostock Works was also withdrawn in February 2018.

-The Parish Council is still awaiting a decision regarding a 65 bed retirement facility with communal facilities and associated landscaping at the Lostock Triangle.
COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Orsted, TATA, Storengy, INOVYN, HS2 and Manchester Airport.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference; other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS
The Parish Council is a member of the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Mid Cheshire Footpath Society, Cheshire Community Action and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	


