MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF LOSTOCK GRALAM HELD ON MONDAY 8 MAY 2017 AT LOSTOCK GRALAM CHURCH HALL.

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors M Litton, P Kelly, L Kelly, L Edgeley, T Hodges, T Smith, V Yarwood and J Beasant.
PCSO P Hambleton.
Members of the public
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

The Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor Mark Stocks.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 9th May 2016.
The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 9th May 2016, having been copied to members, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 9th May 2016.
None
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017
Copies of the annual report and statement of income and expenditure were distributed prior to the meeting outlining the work of the Council over the past 12 months.   The report and Annual Receipts and Payments were attached.
OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

-Councillor Mark Stocks was absent from the meeting.
QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

The following questions / comments were raised:

-A Manchester Road resident re-raised a complaint about vehicles parking on the footpath outside their property.  The resident suggested double yellow lines or for a sign to be erected instructing vehicles not to park on the footpath.

PCSO Hambleton informed the Manchester Road resident that motorists can legally park on a footpath so long as a 1 metre gap is left to allow wheelchair users to pass.
The Clerk will contact CWAC Highways to request a white ‘H’ bar marking to the front of the residents drive, to enable them to exit their driveway at all times.

-Another Manchester Road resident complained about a vehicle mounting the pavement to manoeuvre around the traffic on Manchester Road.

-Cllr T Smith raised the concerns of a parishioner who had complained about speeding lorries and suggested that motorists park on Manchester Road to reduce traffic speed. 

Cllr P Kelly informed Cllr T Smith that a protest could be made which slows traffic down however it would be an offence to halt the traffic.  PCSO Hambleton also clarified that motorists should not deliberately park to stop traffic flow.
-Cllr V Yarwood requested that the Clerk investigate the legal relationship between the Community Centre, Landlord CDP Marshalls and the Parish Council.  Clarification of the Parish Councils position should the Community Centre close is of particular concern.
-Cllr T Smith re-raised the uncut grass bank at Townshend Road and also mentioned about the possibility of wild flowers being planted.

-The Clerk has continued to report the matter to CWAC throughout the winter and spring months.

-Chairman M Litton advised that the French drain at Townshend Road is still leaking even though the area has been fenced off and the ground dug up. 

-Cllr V Yarwood requested that the Clerk chase up with Streetscene the overgrown alleyway next to Holdi.

-There is an increasing amount of dog mess along the footpath leading from Stubbs Lane to the Cheshire Limes. 

-The Clerk will investigate whether a larger bin can be located along the footpath.

-Cut grass has been dumped in the corner of the Community Centre car park.
There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.46 p.m.

	LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL
	

	SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT
	

	FOR YEAR 2016-17
	
	
	
	

	
	ACTUAL
	BUDGET
	% Budget
	

	
	2016-17
	2016-17
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	20,257
	23,145
	88%
	

	Bank Interest
	26
	
	
	

	Grants
	4,838
	
	
	

	VAT
	1,670
	
	
	

	Other
	0
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	26,791
	23,145
	116%
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Employees
	3,817
	4,260
	90%
	

	Office
	456
	550
	83%
	

	Play Areas
	3,846
	4,530
	85%
	

	Communications
	36
	80
	45%
	

	Church
	2,792
	2,700
	103%
	

	Professional Services
	2,312
	1,970
	117%
	

	PCSO
	5,959
	5,900
	101%
	

	Subscriptions
	586
	655
	89%
	

	Grants and Donations S.137
	1,955
	1,945
	101%
	

	Contingency
	0
	555
	0%
	

	Christmas Tree Expenditure
	4,192
	0
	-
	

	VAT on payments
	1,801
	
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	27,753
	23,145
	120%
	

	
	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/16
	42,029
	
	

	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	
	26,791
	
	

	LESS Total payments (as above)
	
	27,753
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Carried forward 31/03/17
	41,067
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	These cumulative funds are represented by:
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	Current Account Balance
	
	
	5,889
	 

	Less:Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.17  (nos.  )
	
	 

	Reserve Account Balance
	
	
	35,179
	 

	
	
	
	0
	 

	
	
	
	0
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	41,067

	Signed:
	
	
	
	

	Responsible Finance Officer to Lostock Gralam Parish Council
	


ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2016-17

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Mark Litton has served as Chairman and Councillor Pete Kelly as Vice-Chairman for the past year.  There have been two vacancies on the Parish Council since the last election.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

Problems continue with only having one Ward Councillor resulting in limited attendance from Cllr Mark Stocks.

PLAY AREA
CG Services Cheshire Ltd has now completed 12 months of a 36 month grass cutting tender at the Community Centre.  The grass is much improved with the grass collection.

The play area is generally in a good condition however the wet pour under the mixed swing and zip wire needs attention.  The Parish Council awaits confirmation on S.106 funding which would cover the cost of new wet-pour and the purchase of picnic benches and musical boards.  The Parish Council is currently considering MUGA costs in consultation with the Community Centre.

HIGHWAYS

Speeding remains a problem within the parish, with PCSO Phil Hambleton carrying out regular speed checks within the village. The PC has instructed CWAC Highways to paint road hatching from the Gyratory to the Pharmacy on Manchester Road, to help reduce traffic speed.

Townshend Road and surrounding roads north of Manchester Road will be included in the 20mph programme along with the rest of Lostock, south of Manchester Road. This is programmed for year 3 (2018/2019).
The PC has requested that the Hall Lane traffic light sequence be reviewed to optimise traffic flow. 

Parking restrictions are yet to be enforced along Station Road (Care home side).

Parking outside Bargain Booze remains an issue with no current viable solution to the problem.

POLICING

The Parish Council has continued to contribute to the cost of having a PCSO. In the next financial year the Parish will receive one fully funded full time PCSO.

CHURCHYARD

The Parish Council has continued its support to St. Johns Church by providing a churchyard bin and by awarding a churchyard maintenance grant of £1500.  

PLANNING

The Lostock Triangle development is still ongoing with landscaping work due to be complete by the summer.  In recent months a care home and retail units have opened.  

Dong Energy is in its final stages of building a new bioresource facility at the Lostock Works. The Parish Council had rejected the planning application due to traffic.

Punch Taverns has submitted an amended planning application to build 16 dwellings on the Slow and Easy site.

Concerns regarding a potential gypsy site remain behind Manchester Road.  CWAC Planning is monitoring the field in question.

COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Dong Energy, INOVYN, HS2 and Manchester Airport.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference; other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS

The Parish Council is a member of the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Mid Cheshire Footpath Society, Cheshire Community Action and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  

