MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF LOSTOCK GRALAM HELD ON MONDAY 9 MAY 2016 AT LOSTOCK GRALAM CHURCH HALL.

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors M Litton, P Kelly, L Kelly, L Edgeley, T Hodges, V Yarwood and J Beasant.
PCSO P Hambleton.
Members of the public
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

The Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor T Smith.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 1st JUNE 2015.
The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 1ST June 2015, having been copied to members, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 1st June 2015.
None
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2016
Copies of the annual report and statement of income and expenditure were distributed prior to the meeting outlining the work of the Council over the past 12 months.   The report and Annual Receipts and Payments were attached.
OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

Cllr Mark Stocks gave a verbal report to the year 2015/16.  The report covered; 

-The disappointing council tax budget increase incurred.

-The Lostock Gralam bus service which ceased is due to start up again on a smaller scale.

-Planning Applications including the Care Home at the Lostock triangle and Dong Energy at Lostock Works had their complications.

- Further research into a new speed camera for the village is taking place.

- The Barons Quay development in Northwich Town Centre is well underway including highway improvements in the Northwich Town Centre.

- A consultation of 26 traveller sites has been received three of which would be in close proximity to Lostock Gralam if they were granted permission.
REPORT BY LOSTOCK GRALAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
-A written report will be forwarded to the Parish Council.

QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

The following questions / comments were raised:

· A screen or fence is required to hide the back of the new commercial units on the Lostock Triangle as boxes and delivery trolleys are visible when entering the Business Park.
There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.

	LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL

	SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT

	   FOR YEAR 2015-16
	
	
	

	
	ACTUAL
	
	

	
	2015-16
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	Precept
	21,269.52
	
	

	Bank Interest
	26.61
	
	

	Grants
	14,400.00
	
	

	VAT
	5,201.12
	
	

	Other
	640.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	
	41,537.25
	

	
	
	
	

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	Employees  
	3,042.59
	
	

	Premises 
	366.23
	
	

	Office Services
	7,730.77
	
	

	Communications
	36.00
	
	

	Members
	2,636.60
	
	

	Professional Services
	1,987.26
	
	

	PCSO
	5,900.00
	
	

	Subscriptions
	603.92
	
	

	Grants and Donations
	775.00
	
	

	Contingency
	0.00
	
	

	   Cap:Other
	4,189.05
	
	

	   Cap:Play Areas
	0.00
	
	

	VAT on payments
	1,830.91
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	
	29,098.33
	

	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/15
	29,590.56
	

	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	
	41,537.25
	

	LESS Total payments (as above)
	
	29,098.33
	

	
	
	
	

	Balance Carried forward 31/03/13
	
	42,029.48
	

	
	
	
	

	These cumulative funds are represented by:
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Current Account Balance
	
	7,875.59
	

	Less:Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.16 
	0.00
	

	Reserve Account Balance
	
	34,153.89
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	42,029.48
	

	
	
	
	


ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2015-16

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Mark Litton has served as Chairman and Councillor Pete Kelly as Vice-Chairman for the past year.  There have been two vacancies on the Parish Council since the last election.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

Problems continue with only having one Ward Councillor resulting in limited attendance from Cllr Mark Stocks.

PLAY AREA

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance Ltd came to the end of their grass cutting tender in October 2015.    A new three year tender was awarded to CG Services Cheshire Ltd commencing April 2016 with a 12 month probation period. The new tender includes grass collection and removal.

The play area has received some damage in the year with one insurance claim made to repair the teen shelter which sustained damage when a youth became trapped on its roof.

HIGHWAYS

The Hall Lane junction is in need of resurfacing, CWAC Jerry Gibbs is hopeful that the work will be carried out within the 2016/17 financial year.

Speeding remains a problem within the parish, with PCSO Phil Hambleton carrying out regular speed checks within the village.

Double yellow lines on Cheshire Avenue and Wells Avenue have successfully stopped the dangerous double parking. The Business Park staff has been using the designated overflow car park with no further complaints received.

Further double yellow lines are being considered on Station Road, Fitton Street and Stubbs Lane.

Tall road cones are to be installed on the approach to the Business Park from the 556 to stop undertaking.

POLICING

The Parish Council continue to contribute to the PCSO costs.  PCSO Hambleton continues to work with the Parish Council in policing the area effectively.  

CHURCHYARD

The churchyard has been kept in good condition. The Parish Council continues to give financial support towards churchyard maintenance of £1500 per annum.

PLANNING

The Lostock Triangle development is still ongoing.  There have been planning issues in the year especially with planning variations not being communicated to the Parish Council.  The care home is currently in the build process which also encountered planning issues.

Dong Energy gained planning permission for a new bioresource facility at the Lostock Works.  The Parish Council had rejected the planning application due to traffic.

COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Dong Energy, INOVYN and Manchester Airport.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference, other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS
The Parish Council is a member of the Cheshire Playing Fields Association, the, the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Cheshire Community Council and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  

