MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF LOSTOCK GRALAM HELD ON MONDAY 1 JUNE 2015 AT LOSTOCK GRALAM CHURCH HALL.

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors M Litton, P Kelly, L Kelly and J Beasant

PCSO P Hambleton

Press I Ross

7 members of the public
IN ATTENDANCE: L Sandison, Clerk 

The Chairman opened the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
None
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 7 APRIL 2014
The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 7 April 2014, having been copied to members, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed as being a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 7 APRIL 2014
None
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2015
Copies of the annual report and statement of income and expenditure were distributed prior to the meeting outlining the work of the Council over the past 12 months.   The report and Annual Receipts and Payments were attached.
REPORT BY LOSTOCK GRALAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
Liz Wood read a report from the Lostock Gralam Community Centre committee on activities over the past 12 months.  The centre is well booked with activities including the annual fund day/fete and birthday parties.  The Community Centre received a grant from Storengy which enabled the committee to purchase new chairs. The Centre has also successfully provided a computer training programme. The Community Centre is financially sound and the building is in good working order. A plea for more volunteers was made and also a thank you to the Lostock Gralam parish Council for their continued support.
OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCILLORS FOR THE PARISH

None

QUESTIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

The following questions / comments were raised:

· Damaged lamp posts numbered 29, 2 and 156. Cllr P Kelly to contact Jerry Gibbs at CWAC Highways.
· Double Yellow Lines at Cheshire Avenue. Cllr P Kelly to approve a plan before lines are painted.

· Pathway/gate from Business Park to Community Centre. The clerk is to investigate who owns the land and obtain quotes for the work.

There being no further business, the Parish Assembly meeting closed at 7.36 p.m.

ANNUAL REPORT OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR

2014-15

THE COUNCIL

Councillor Mark Litton has served as Chairman and Councillor Emma Guy as Vice-Chairman until October 2014. Emma decided to leave the council due to work commitments and Dennis Woodward resigned from the Council in December 2014 due to family reasons. There have been five vacancies on the Parish Council since Dennis resigned.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL

Problems continue with only having one Ward Councillor with very little attendance from Cllr Mark Stocks.

PLAY AREAS

The grass cutting at the Parish Council sites has been carried out satisfactorily by Countrywide Grounds Maintenance Ltd.  They won the contract for one more year due to the boundary changes. 

The goal mouths have been re-turfed at both play areas.  Stubbs Lane play area has been resurfaced in the year.

HIGHWAYS

Speeding and HGV’s remain a problem on the parish roads.  The Parish Council is grateful for help from both PCSO’s in speed management on problem roads.

POLICING

The Parish Council continue to contribute to PCSO costs with Wincham Parish Council.  PCSO Hambleton continues to work with the Parish Council in policing the area effectively.  

CHURCHYARD

The churchyard has been kept in good condition; however the older parts of the churchyard would benefit from a little more attention. The Parish Council continues to give financial support towards churchyard maintenance of £1500 per annum.

PLANNING

There have been some difficulties on the Lostock Triangle in particular with the mix of residential areas and commercial.  There appears to be a parking shortage for the commercial road users.

COMMUNITY LIAISON MEETINGS
The Parish Council is represented at meetings with Edelchomie, INEOS Enterprises and Storengy.  These meetings represent an opportunity to discuss and comment on business plans and operational activities. 

OTHER MEETINGS
Cheshire Association of Local Councils holds an Annual Conference, other local groups do as well.  The Parish Council is represented on each occasion, whenever possible.   There are various other meetings, church services etc., at which the Parish Council is also represented.

MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS
The Parish Council is a member of the Cheshire Playing Fields Association, the, the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association, the Cheshire Community Council and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.   The Parish Council works closely with CHAIN (Cheshire Against Incineration), and some parish councillors are members of this group.

	
	LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL
	

	
	SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT
	

	
	FOR YEAR 2014-15
	
	
	

	
	
	ACTUAL
	
	

	
	
	2014-15
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	
	Precept
	25,957.00
	
	

	
	Bank Interest
	40.16
	
	

	
	Grants
	14,614.00
	
	

	
	VAT
	1,946.53
	
	

	
	Other
	18.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	
	42,576
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	
	Employees  
	4,462
	
	

	
	Premises 
	960
	
	

	
	Play Areas
	20,393
	
	

	
	Communications
	36
	
	

	
	Members
	6,862
	
	

	
	Professional Services
	2,037
	
	

	
	PCSO
	5,900
	
	

	
	Subscriptions
	632
	
	

	
	Grants and Donations
	973
	
	

	
	Cap: Play Areas
	5,000
	
	

	
	VAT on payments
	5,201
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	
	52,455
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/14
	39,470
	

	
	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	
	42,576
	

	
	LESS Total payments (as above)
	
	52,455
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Balance Carried forward 31/03/15
	29,591
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	These cumulative funds are represented by:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Current Account Balance
	
	6,458
	

	
	Reserve Account Balance
	
	23,132
	

	
	Less:Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.15
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	29,591
	

	
	Signed: 
	
	
	

	
	Responsible Finance Officer to Lostock Gralam Parish Council

	
	
	
	
	


