MINUTES OF THE  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF LOSTOCK GRALAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 11th  MAY 2020 VIA ZOOM
The meeting commenced at 7.45p.m.
PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors P Kelly, L Kelly, T Smith, T Hodges, M Litton, A Ross and Mark Venables.
IN ATTENDANCE: 
L Sandison, Clerk 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1 member of the public and P Walker (Co-option candidate)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr P Cobley (approved in Annual Parish Assembly)
Current Chairman stood down, nominations for Chairman were received
TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr T Hodges as Chairman of the Council for 2020-21 proposed by Cllr T Smith and Seconded by Cllr P Kelly.  He took the chair (Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be posted due to current COVID-19 pandemic).
TO ELECT THE VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr M Litton as Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2020-21. Proposed by Cllr P Kelly and seconded by Cllr M Venables. (Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be posted due to current COVID-19 pandemic).
DECLARATION OF ACCECPTANCE OF OFFICE

Members are required to sign their Declaration of Acceptance of Office and return them to the Parish Clerk.
CODE OF CONDUCT AND MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
The Clerk asked if any amendments were required to the Members Interests, members confirmed that no amendments were required.
CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

RESOLVED that the Chairman will receive an allowance of £100.00 for 2020/21.
CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
It was RESOLVED that Mr Paul Walker be co-opted onto Lostock Gralam Parish Council.   This was unanimously agreed and Cllr Walker joined the council.  (Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be posted due to current COVID-19 pandemic).
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr P Walker is a member of the National Trust and English Heritage. 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 21st April 2020, having been copied to members, was a correct record. 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21st  APRIL 2020.
-INOVYN’s response to tie wraps: This was also reported through CWAC and Lostock Green PC. It was dealt with immediately. We did not find out who did this. To confirm this was nothing to do with INOVYN although we were happy to remedy the situation.

-PPE for Crossways care home – The Clerk did forward the details of a supplier who was able ship facemasks ASAP however Cllr Mark Stocks arranged through CWAC Mark Simmons that Public Health who are dealing with PPE requests to contact the home directly.

-PCSO Phil Hambleton has been in contact with regards to conducting some speed checks in the area, the Clerk passed on information with regards to the reoccurring motorbike which speeds through the Parish. The Clerk also requested a speed check on Birches Lane. The Traffic Police will conduct speed checks on the A556.
-The FCC Communities Foundation grant application is nearing completion and ready for review by the Football Pitch Executive Committee. The PC RESOLVED that the grant application should be submitted/authorised by the Football Pitch Executive Committee Chairmain Mark Venables.

-The Lostock Gralam Primary School would like the flower planter removed from in front of the school as litter and leaves collect behind it. The Primary School have asked for the planter to be moved into the Parish. The Clerk will contact CWAC to discuss acceptable locations. The PC’s preference would be at the Hall Lane traffic lights (Slow and Easy side).
POLICE
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PCSO Hambleton Update 

ASB

· 2 ongoing neighbour disputes, no offences were disclosed/identified, both are long term problems and flare up every few of months.
· Report of a group of people arguing and drinking in the street, group had left prior to police attending.
· A number of reports received regarding residents not complying to the Government Guidelines and not social distancing, repeat reported addresses have been visited and the occupants reminded of the guidelines.
Theft (including shoplifting).

· 2 Shopliftings reported, both were low value and no formal complaint has been made. 
Burglary

· 1 Burglary reported, vehicle stolen with keys.

Vehicle / bicycle theft

· No Reports Received.
Parking/Highway disruptions

· No Reports Received.
Other – 

· Criminal Damage to a property window, offenders are unidentified.
-Cllr T Smith raised concern about suspicious looking people unknown in the parish wearing backpacks.
-Chairman T Hodges asked that PCSO Phil Hambleton be invited to the next PC meeting.

-Cllr P Kelly spoke about two motorbikes which regularly speed in the Parish, Cllr Kelly also mentioned that the stone wagons have started to build up again, they too regularly speed on Manchester Road. Cllr P Walker offered to assist with any community speed watches, Cllr P Kelly advised that the Parish Council will look to loan the CWAC speed gun once things settle down after Covid-19.  

PLAY AREAS AND INSPECTIONS

-It was RESOLVED to accept CG Services quote for the below repairs:
- Remove old damaged dog sign and replace with new sign (supplied by you) £20+ vat 

 -Replace drum sticks on Glockenspiel we have spares £20 + vat 

 -Repair hole in wet-pour around hippo £45 + vat 

 -Multi play inspect and tighten bolt on panel £20 + vat 
-There has been a delay in receiving the two new picnic benches as the factory is currently closed due to COVID-19.

-The Clerk will obtain an update on when the football pitch works will be done by Northwich Town Council.

COMMUNITY CENTRE
-The Clerk has chased the PC’s solicitor with regards to the new lease for the Community Centre. The Solicitor has responded to say he is awaiting to hear back from a colleague who dealt with the current lease. 

-Chairman T Hodges informed the PC that there is a lack of support for the current volunteers at the Community Centre. A new treasurer is urgently required as the current treasurer is due to retire this year. The PC discussed the matter and suggested that a plea for volunteers be made in a few weeks when the COVID-19 restrictions are eased. Cllr P Kelly suggested a member of the public who may be interested in volunteering at the Community Centre.

REPORT FROM THE CLERK

-The Clerk received an email from a concerned farmer with regards to the INOVYN complaint which was raised. Verbal update was given.

-Complaint received from resident on Holford Avenue with regards to a front garden being converted into a driveway. Verbal update was given.

-The Thank You banner for the NHS and Key Workers has now been installed on the Community Centre fence thanks to Cllr Venables.

-A broken tree branch at the junction of Lodge Lane/School Lane has been reported to CWAC however with COVID-19 there may be a delay in getting the matter resolved.

-Cllr M Stocks has ordered a double litter bin which is on order.

-The PC RESOLVED that the logo designer will be paid £200.00 for their work however an agreement should be drawn up and witnessed to ensure that the legal rights and ownership of the logo belong to the Lostock Gralam Parish Council. 
-An anonymous complaint was received which was out of the Parish Councils jurisdiction. The matter was therefore forwarded to the correct agency.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DECISIONS

The Council considered the following planning applications and RESOLVED to respond as below:

	Planning Applications

	20/01329/FUL
	-Land To Rear of 14 Station Road Lostock Gralam Northwich Cheshire

-Erection of one dwelling

-Objection

	20/01296/FUL
	-Land At Wells Avenue Northwich

-Erection of A1/A3 Costa coffee shop drive-through and associated car parking

-Approval with caveats 
(6 for / 2 against)

	DECISIONS
	

	
	


MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS & DONANTIONS
· The PC RESOLVED to renew the Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society subscription for 2020 at a cost of £8.00.

FINANCE / AUDIT/DONATIONS

· To note the Internal Audit has now been carried out by John Henry. The Internal Audit Conclusion is that our internal controls are adequate however as part of next year’s follow up the auditor would like to see:

1.Quarterly bank recs with budget to actual being approved at PC meetings and included in the minutes.

2. Introduction of a Purchase Order system in line with the new Financial Regulations.

3. PC to query why CWAC can’t supply VAT invoices.

4. To include or explain why Penguin bin is not on the asset register.

· The balances in the bank accounts are: 

Current Account £ 10,720.70                            Deposit Account £60,933.35

It was RESOLVED to accept payment of the following accounts.

	Chq no. 
	Payee
	Amount

	300713
	Lyndsey Sandison
	£159.17

	300714
	JDH Business Services Ltd
	£229.20

	300715
	Playsafety Limited
	£107.40

	300716
	CG Services Cheshire Ltd
	£212.00

	S/0
	Information Commissioner   
	£35.00

	300717
	SUEZ Recycling & Recovery
	£22.96

	300718
	ASH Waste Services Ltd
	£228.80

	S/0
	FREEOLA
	£12.56

	Credit
	
	

	
	
	


COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
-Update on Lime Bed planning outcome.
The meeting finished at 8.45 p.m. 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st June 2020 via Zoom at 7.30 p.m. 
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